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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Introduction to Research Education at BTH 

Introduktionskurs för forskarstuderande vid BTH 
Course at doctoral level 

Corresponds to 3 ECTS credits 
 

1. Aim 
The aim is to provide the doctoral students with an in-depth introduction to reasearch education at 
Blekinge Institute of Technology (BTH) as well as a sound orientation of the demands and goals in the 
research education. The course will contribute to the development of an independent and professional 
approach. The doctoral students will also be given an introduction to philosophy of science and research 
ethics, as well as an understanding of different aspects of equality and what affects a good learning 
environment. 
 
2. Content 
The course is divided into four parts: 
1) Introduction to BTH as a higher education institution, its research areas as well as the role as a public 

authority. 
2) Life as a doctoral student, including processes, study plans, responsibilities, rights and expectations, 

related to the degree objectives for licentiate and doctorate degrees. An introduction to moving to, and 
working in Sweden will also be included in this part. 

3) Introduction to philosophy of science and research ethics. 
4) Equality and the good learning environment, including an introduction to terms and theory and the role 

and impact of equality in a research context. 
 

3. Objectives 
Knowledge and understanding 
After completing the course the doctoral student must be able to: 
 

− Demonstrate knowledge of BTH's research areas and the role as a public auhority, including the 
Higher Education Act and the Higher Education Ordinance. 

− Demonstrate knowledge of the organisational structure, processes and routines at BTH, including 
work environment, and equality. 

− Demonstrate knowledge of the requirements and degree objectives that apply to licentiate and 
doctorate degrees. 

− Demonstrate knowledge of the rights and responsibilities of doctoral students. 
 
Skill and ability 
After completing the course the doctoral student must be able to: 
 

− Demonstrate ability to independently reflect on and critically discuss equality, and what 
characterizes good research practice and a good research environment. 
  



 
 

 

4. Learning and Teaching 
Teaching will take the form of lectures and seminar discussions. The course is given in English. 
 
5. Assessment and examination 

− The course is assessed through active participation in compulsory seminars and discussions. 
− A written reflection assignment on the theme "What characterizes a good research-and research 

education environment"; ethical, and equality aspects should be included in the report. 
 

The course is  assessed with the grade pass/fail. 
 
6. Course Evaluation 
The course coordinator is responsible for making sure that the doctoral students have the possibility to 
submit comments on the course. 
 
7. Course literature and other educational resources 

− What is the gender dimension in research? Cases Studies in inter-komisija research, Trine rogg 
Korsvik & Linda Marie Rustad, 2018, ISBN: 978-82-12-03745-8 (PDF) 
(http://kjonnsforskning.no/sites/default/files/what_is_the_gender_dimension_roggkorsvik_kilden_
genderresearch.no_.pdf) 

− Feeling Gender-A Generational and Psychosocial Approach, Nielsen, Harriet BJERRUM, ISBN 
978-1-349-95082-9 (https://link.springer.com/book/10.1057%2F978-1-349-95082-9) 

− Guidelines and routines for a good learning environment at BTH 
− Good research practice, Swedish Research Council 2017 (https://www.vr.se/english/analysis-and-

assignments/we-analyse-and-evaluate/all-publications/publications/2017-08-31-good-research-
practice.html). 

− Master Suppression Techniques (https://ki.se/en/lime/master-suppression-techniques) 
− Relevant parts of the Higher Education Ordinance and the Higher Education Act 
− Relevant regulatory documents at BTH 

 
8. Course Coordinator 
Lars Lundberg, Department of Computer Science, BTH. 
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